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What is "correct" english?

How do we know what's right or wrong in English?
Languages such as French and Spanish have an
official organisation that tells you what's correct.
But there's nothing like that in English. So, what
can we do?

BA TN AIERIER X 1E? BFENBYIHEFIESHE—T
BEHARRSIRFET AR IER, BRIEFIEXFAAA,
B4, BANZELIE?

EmiEil:

know: v. Z1i&, T##

right: adj. IE#R, 89
wrong: adj. IR, XY
English: 3513

language: n. 5=
French: n. j5i8

Spanish: n. FYIZFE
official organisation: E 5%
correct: adj. IEFfAY
nothing like: 5... 3

J BB
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nothing like that: 53A[E

While French has an official body that regulates its
language, English has nothing like that. (RZAFIEE—
TERIMEEIEIES, BRIESZAE. )

what can we do: E11&EM{t+4
In the face of a challenge, what can we do to find a

solution? (EIXIHEEL, FAIBEMHT ARILBIBRINE? )

There is, of course, Standard English. This is the
sort of English you see in newspapers, formal
letters and legal documents. It's also the sort of
English you learn at school or in course books.

S8, BiERIE. XZMERE. EVERMERXGFE
FRUAMIIE, XBERMMEFRIRT LESNRIE,

EmiEl:

Standard English: {REZ%IE
sort of: ffizE, XA
newspaper: n. ik4H

formal letter: EX{ZX
legal document: JHEX 4
course book: 7K

J EERER:
Standard English: ti/E%iE

Standard English is used in official and formal written
communication. (fmERIEAFEXNNE AP ERA. )

formal letters: FX{{5X

In formal letters, it is important to use proper
language and etiquette. (FEIENERP, FRIBINIES
MILFAFREEE, )

legal documents: J&E30 4
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Legal documents must be precise and follow specific
language conventions. (GEEXEHIialE, FHEBITTEN
BEEAE, )

course books: iR7

Course books are essential for students to learn and
practice the material taught in class. (IRANF4%I]
GIRE LHIRNABTEXREE, )

However, Standard English isn't official English.
And incredibly, linguists classify Standard English
as a dialect, so it's on the same level as all other
types of English such as Cockney English,
Yorkshire English, South African English, Australian
English... And according to linguists, there's no
such thing as Standard Spoken English.

AT, AERIEFIFEARE. QARMBRNE, BSER
BTSRRI A S, RITSHEEMmLERN0EEL
FRA—KTE, FUCHRE. WRBRE. BIERE. AR
5. ... MEESEROVE, REFBEDIERE,

Emiail:

official: adj. EAM

incredibly: adv. £ A E (St
linguist: n. IEEEXR

classify: v. 9%, 3%

dialect: n. 55

level: n. )K¥E, BX

Cockney English: €355 (Rl7E%iE)
Yorkshire English: 47 &f51E

South African English: FEIF3iE
Australian English: J#AF| T #E
Standard Spoken English: 17/ 1ER1E

J EERE:
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official English: E5%&iE

Official English is the language used in government
and official documents. (EARIERBIFINE A XEHE
AIES. )

on the same level as: 5... 4 FE—KFE
Cockney English and Yorkshire English are on the
same level as other regional dialects in England. ({£3%

HENARARIES ZIE=REMM S HELTE—KF. )

Standard Spoken English: 17/ 1ER1E

Standard Spoken English refers to the pronunciation
and language conventions used in formal spoken
communication. (tmEMIERIEENZERXIERRPEA
MERSMESAE. )

As a result of this lack of structure, English is
constantly changing. Every year, new words
appear, and others disappear. Words change too.
For example, for many years, the Latin word
"agendum' was the accepted singular form and
"agenda' was the plural form. However, these
days, very few people use the Latin-sounding
"agendum”, with "agenda" being the accepted
singular form, and "agendas" the plural.

RTFRZ &M, E—HEAKEMN. SFEHSBNIMmM,
BilEER., BlIEMEAMETMN, flW, ZER, HiTd
“agendum” ERAIANBEEFR, M “agenda” @EHH
. Am, WS, ROBAERAITIE

“agendum”, “agenda” BT 2NARIBEERI, ™
“agendas” MI2E#HL.

EREL:

lack: n. >
structure: n. &, A&
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constantly: adv. Rlifih
appear: v. I
disappear: v. j&%k
Latin: n. i T 13
agendum: n. FHEIN
agenda: n. IY7&
accepted: adj. #HIEZH
singular: adj. 2
plural: adj. £/

) B
constantly changing: 1L
In the tech industry, software and hardware are
constantly changing and evolving. (FERBZATl, {4
WA EANER, )

plural form: Sz
In English, the plural form of "cat" is "cats." (f£Z=1E
B, "cat"ME#HH K E"cats", )

So, who decides what is or isn't correct?
Lexicographers (dictionary makers) choose words
on the basis of usage — the way language is used.
They do this by analysing thousands of texts. For
example, the publishing house Collins has its Bank
of English, which is a massive database of over
600 million words from newspapers, film scripts
and transcripts of conversations. And they select
terms from this Bank of English based on their
frequency — how often they appear in text or
speech.

BA, FRBHERRAETAZERN, FAZRERNIE? 13
HBAEREIES N IMERBRRIEFEDC, M(IBE i
T E AR ARTRRXMTE, Flal, ffErbiREEEE
Bank of English, X2—1THEANEIERE, MIRE. BHEE
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RAIPFICFEPAWRT 6 (22181, IIREEC LIRS
R (AIEEXARIIEZTFHIMATRER) MIX D EIEEH L

il

EREiC:

lexicographer: n. {H8REEE, FHHEGIES
usage: n. iij%, 1E/8

language: n. iE=

analysing: v. 5

publishing house: Hhk#t

Collins: 1k, HARASR
massive: adj. BEX8Y, BARH
database: n. #UEE

film script: B REI4

transcript: n. XFiox, XFEHIAK
conversation: n. 8iF, Rk
term: n. RiE, 1EC

frequency: n. JNEK

Newspapers each have their own style guides with
information on how they write certain things. For
example, The Guardian puts dates like this, "21
July 2011", with the day first, followed by the
month (and no commas). However, the news
agency Reuters writes them like this, "July 21,
2011" (with the month first, and a comma
between the day and the year). Other newspapers
have different ways of doing it too. So, as you can
see, there's no one "correct" way — there's a
variety of ways and each one is valid.

ERMABHAE B CNREICER, EThEsFXUEES

RERNFESR. Hlal, (k) SX=F5HER “21 July

2011", HHERfERI, AfrER (RFES) . M, BEHLE

XESR: “July 21, 2011” (Bfa1Eri, BMIEZEAE
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=) . EftiRkBBEARENSE. B, 0RAR, 2E—
MUER"NAN——ANE S, §—MEEEEY.

ERiail:

style guide: X 18155
information: n. (58
certain: adj. EL&4y, 5EN
The Guardian: TR, RHAR
comma: n. 25

news agency: FE#H4
Reuters: i§&EH, MBS
variety: n. S,
valid: adj. B3

J EERER:
style guides: N&15m
Writers often refer to style guides to ensure their
writing aligns with a specific publication's guidelines.
(EEZESZENSIERE, MRRMMNEERSITE L RY
RO/, )

For language learners, there are guides, such as
Michael Swan's Practical English Usage. And most
course books are written in Standard English, but
there are always grey areas such as the use of
who and whom.

WFEEFIE, B—LLiEf, tbulE=/R-HiE (Michael

Swan) By (ZAZIBAE) . MAXRSEHAME S HINER
BRER, BB —Lxeths, il who 1 whom B{E

mo

ERiELC:

guide: n. {5/, ESH
course book: 7~
grey area: gl
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J EERE:
grey areas: /KBl
Grammar rules sometimes have grey areas where
there is room for interpretation. (iEEMNIBRNEZEERXKE
e, RIFAERERE. )

Of course, some people try to impose rules on the
language. They may tell you that you can't split an
infinitive — you can't put a word between "to" and
the base verb form (e g. "to quickly eat"). But try
telling that to the makers of Star Trek, whose
famous introduction goes, "To boldly go where no
man has gone before."

S8, BEAWMBEXNES @A, (IS IFEAREER
DAEL - TEETE “to” MERAF N ZENERE (6
“to quickly eat”) , EBRAIBUAEIEX—HNZF (EFRE
A BIRIPEE, ERMIZERE9FZE=Z: “To boldly go

where no man has gone before.”

ERiELC:

impose: v. 3, B@HIHIT
rule: n. N

split: v. &I, ko
infinitive: n. 7E=
verb: n. 13
introduction: n. ™43
boldly: adv. KfEit:

Others will say you can't end a sentence with a
preposition. Well, Winston Churchill had something
funny to say about that, "This is the sort of
nonsense up with which I will not put," which
sounds ridiculous in English. (The more natural
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version would be: "This is the sort of nonsense |
won't put up with.")

B —EARRIRAEUNMEERE, Mib, RET- LSRR
tbFFEEr3€, “This is the sort of nonsense up with which
| will not put”, XEFRIBRITEFRERTE. (EBEARMA

& “This is the sort of nonsense | won't put up
with.”)

ERiEC:

preposition: n. '3

funny: adj. B8, BEN
nonsense: n. ti%, FTFEZ%
put up with: 2%, 872
ridiculous: adj. 7289, FIER
natural: adj. B/, ELK

J EERER:
put up with: 2%, &2
Sometimes, we have to put up with things we don't
like in life. (B, FAIFEABZEBTPNASRNE
15. )

Or that you can't use double negatives (two
negative words in the same sentence). But what
would Mick Jagger, whose song goes, "l can't get
no satisfaction", have to say about that?

BEANRIRAEFERNESE (—aFHENEIRATSEE
18) . {BXE- TR (Mick Jagger) BFRBEHFEA “I can't
get no satisfaction” X## 0+, RILLEAEBIR?

EREL:

double negative: WELEE
satisfaction: n. J#E
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J EERE:
double negative: WELE
In some languages, double negatives cancel each
other out, while in English, they intensify the negation.
(E—&iE=S+, NESEHEEHHE, MEFEFR, E11MmE
TEE. )

Next time someone tells you that something is
"wrong", tell them that it isn't wrong, it's Just
English!

TIRBEASRKRELE “HiR" N, BERFMUIXZEE, X
M RIE!
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