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Japanese firms are leaving Tokyo for
the sticks

RS-

HABSHHIATBARR, REZFAHX, FHI2EXNR
1THAE), ImREDAE, X—BERFRBRIXE, BEDH
AR, BEERREN, ENAHEIRR TEEE
SHER AR T ER ROk, BUTREB LS AL 7E,
MR EH X AR R,

When Watanabe Kota was young, he moved to
Tokyo hoping to make a name as a musician in the
big city. He failed, eventually returning to his
native Yamanashi, an area west of Tokyo known
for farming and Mount Fuji. But decades later, Mr
Watanabe found himself reacquainted with his
passion in an unexpected way. In 2021 Amuse, a
big entertainment firm that manages top-tier
Japanese artists and singers, moved its
headquarters from Tokyo to Yamanashi. Mr
Watanabe now works there. “I couldn’t believe a
famous company like Amuse would move to such
a sleepy place,” he says.
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EEBEX (Watanabe Kota) FREAIIME, MHREIT R
R, HEAEXTABHIRAN—BEERR. Am, EXBT, &=
KLEEITHNRZILEE, —MIFRRUAEMRIAZELIL
(B B A X, @ﬂﬁﬁ)ﬁ, BIAFTAEN—FMEFERNAR
BERRETHS RS, 2021 F, SERRNHAZARR
MFHARBEURER /AT Amuse BEEZBMEZRE T ILFE,
BINFTAENEMERBE L, thix: “KEETBIEER
Amuse XHFHFIE A S SMEIXFE— DTS, "

E ExELC:

make a name as: [ &
musician: n. &x
eventually: adv. R

native: adj. &1/

farming: n. R\l

Mount Fuji: Ex= Il (BAZRAILAK)
decades later: [ 1T%&/5
reacquaint: v. EFFE
passion: n. &

unexpected: adj. E5MY
entertainment firm: Z5Rx/AS)
top-tier: adj. TRZRAY
headquarters: n. 25
sleepy: adj. ZEFHY; TRAAY

) BEERE:
make a name as: &
He wanted to make a name as a chef in the culinary

world. (fhBEZIITHRME. )

known for: [#...MZERA
The region is known for its rich cultural heritage. (X1

WX EEFEHNHETTEE. )

decades later: [ T5&/5
Decades later, they still cherish the memories of their

childhood. (Jl1+%/5, fAMIAZIEEEFNEIT. )
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A growing number of Japanese companies are
leaving Tokyo for the sticks. Last year 335
companies moved out of urban areas to the
countryside, an increase of nearly 40% from
2019. The trend got a boost during the pandemic,
as remote work boomed and cheap land prices in
rural areas started to look increasingly attractive
to employers who found that their pricey offices
were half-empty. Executives at Amuse also
decided to move to Yamanashi in the hope of
improving employees’ work-life balance and
boosting their well-being in a place with lots of
nature.

HEESNHSASEBAARR, TE2N, X%, F 335
KOS MBI XRRIRBX, 4 2019 FEIM 7L 40%, X
—BEAXRTIHERFE T #E), RATENENRE,
SRHMXANLHMRER, FIREHRSIBLELRINARZINE
AOBF—¥AENEE. Amuse NEEITHAEMREILFE,
AEAE—TBEAMRMERN A NE R T T ESEETE,
RS =R,

E E~EC:

growing number of: HzziZNAY
leave: v. §F

stick: n. RIFMX; 2T
move out of: i}
urban areas: it X
countryside: n. R’H
increase: n. 1&f0; v. 10
nearly: adv. /1

trend: n. &%

boost: v. #5); {€iF
pandemic: n. Xii{T
remote work: T2 T{E
boom: v. 5
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cheap: adj. 5K

rural areas: RFJiX
increasingly: adv. H#&
attractive: adj. B3| 1Y
employer: n. Ex

pricey: adj. &M

office: n. HAE
half-empty: ¥
executive: n. 5&
work-life balance: T {F54 E/ 1
well-being: n. f2F; =&~
nature: n. B

J EERE:
growing number of: HzIEINAY
There is a growing number of people interested in
sustainable living. (XRI#FEE4AFERMBHOARRIES, )

moved out of: &

They decided to move out of the crowded city to a
peaceful village. (I TREBFHHTAUMT, MHMEI—1T5
AIRTE. )

cheap land prices: @EHH 1 HINE
The low cost of living and cheap land prices make this
area attractive to retirees. ({EEMNABERATERH it
MBEX M XIBRIRERBRS A, )

boost well-being: 125 =18=
Spending time in nature can boost your overall well-
being. (EARBAFREIH EF MIRSIRANBIRZER, )

The decentralisation of corporate Japan has long
been a national ambition. During Japan’s post-war
boom, many of its citizens flocked to the growing
capital. The authorities eventually started to view
that as a problem, especially in the 1990s when
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the economy entered a period of stagnation. With
depopulation a growing problem in rural areas,
the government started to promote outward
migration from Japan’s cities, hoping to disperse
employment and corporate-tax revenue. Under
the banner of “regional revitalisation,” central and
local governments offer tax incentives and
subsidies to encourage companies to move their
headquarters or some office functions to less
populous areas.

HAKBUAR—EIEREWD B, EHREERFTERE
Hl, TZERBOAINIRNEER, SRREFREXINN—
NEd, TEHSEZFTEANEHIR 20 L 90 X, EE
RMXADBDERAR™E, B RENmHAO@DI
%, HEEUDBEFWANSMEWREUIN, £ Xk
H'NOST, PR BT RHEFECREI NG, SRR
SEE S D D ARERITEAOBDEITEK,

E E~EC:
decentralisation: n. 781t
long been: KHALAE

national ambition: EZXRiER
post-war boom: E/F% 5%
citizen: n. AR

flock: v. v.B$5%, %30

capital: n. E#P

authority: n. 55
especially: adv. 4552
economy: n. &%

period of stagnation: {Z#Ef
depopulation: n. A[EN>
rural areas: RiJihX
government: n. B
promote: v. {Ei#

outward migration: @I
dispense: v. 5
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employment: n. Ffl
corporate-tax revenue: \/FHIKUIIAN
banner: n. &R

regional revitalisation: X%
central: n. fR

local governments: 175 B
offer: v. {2

tax incentives: FiIGHE
subsidy: n. #Mi

encourage: V. 5/
headquarters: n. 5.5

office functions: A EINAE

less populous areas: A[OK/DHithX

) EERE:

long been: KEILASE
This has long been a problem in our community. (X%
Bt XERBAMER—EZMNE, )

period of stagnation: {Z)%Hj
The country went through a period of stagnation in
the 1980s. (XMERE180FEREHT —M=HHEE. )

outward migration: @ NI

The outward migration of young people is causing
demographic challenges in rural areas. (R AR@S
ERERNMXE 2T AOFT L9k, )

corporate-tax revenue: {\/FHULIEN

The city relies heavily on corporate-tax revenue to
fund public services. (IZMEERERWFUUINRZZENA
HRS. )

regional revitalisation: Xz
The government has launched a regional revitalisation
program to boost economic growth in rural areas. (I

FREE T — Pt XHRMITR, DUEARIT I AV FHER, )
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Mitigating the risk from natural disasters offers
another rationale, especially in a country as prone
to earthquakes as Japan. Experts reckon there is a
70% chance of a magnitude 7 or higher quake
hitting Tokyo within the next 30 years. “Business
continuity is the most important thing for us,” says
Iwata Hajime of axa Life Insurance. He describes
the earthquake and tsunami of 2011 in the
northern Tohoku region as a turning point. The
company, like some others, started mulling the
idea of distributing its personnel and resources,
since concentrating them in Tokyo felt too risky. In
2014 the firm opened its new headquarters in
Sapporo, the capital of the northern island of
Hokkaido.

BEEARENKRES—EH, TEHEEGHAXFETS L
AHENER, ERMGIT, EARK 30 FR, RREE 7 RKIU
FHIELER 70%, REAFRK (axa Life
Insurance) BIEHMEZ (lwata Hajime) FRRik: “EAIHR
W, WSHEEMREREERN, "iiE 2011 FRETERILIH
Xt ERBIREA N — PRI R, SEHME—LQE—H, %
PNEFHAZRBARMERSHEISH, BROBMBIEPER
REBNEAKR, 2014 F, ZASEILEEILEDISEFFHL
1RFFIZ T FEER .

B ExELC:

mitigating: n. Ef#

risk: n. X &

natural disasters: BARNE
rationale: n. I£(

prone to: 571
earthquake: n. iiE
expert: n. X

reckon: v. {1t

magnitude: n. ;&E
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quake: n. iE
hitting: n. &H; v. 17T, fitiE
within: prep. £...2ZK
tsunami: n. ;BIf
northern: adj. JtE8H%
turning point: &=
concentrate: v. £/
distribute: v. 7t
personnel: n. Af
resource: n. R)f
capital: n. &

J EERE:
mitigating the risk: Zf#X &

Mitigating the risk of climate change is a global
challenge. (EBSETANEEEIREE. )

prone to earthquakes: 5 TFithE

Japan is prone to earthquakes due to its location on
the Pacific Ring of Fire. (BARE{MIF K FAIFMFMS
SREME, )

business continuity: /%484
Ensuring business continuity is essential for disaster
preparedness. (MRS EEMNFRNIREEFTEE, )

turning point: %S

The discovery of a new energy source marked a
turning point in the country's energy policy. (¥T8ERRY
RIS EZEERBERN— T~ )

concentrating them in: £747...

The company is considering concentrating its
manufacturing operations in one location. (AST]IEEZE
RHHEWSERE— TR, )

[=] 20
| (SRHTIEE) App HE %
10/12/23, 1:20 PM 8/12 I TE App  [Eiha


https://apps.apple.com/cn/app/id6466640202
https://apps.apple.com/cn/app/id6466640202

Japan nonetheless remains too Tokyo-centric.
Firms are not emigrating from the capital at the
pace authorities would like. Though remote work
has gained acceptance, in-person meetings
remain an important aspect of Japanese work
culture. Many workers therefore have to be in
Tokyo to meet clients and business partners. And
while some employees might enjoy life in the
idyllic countryside, plenty prefer the conveniences
of the capital. Those with children worry about
losing access to high-quality schools and colleges.

RELE, BAMATTFUERRIPL, ElFHEEHEER
ARRBHBFENRE., BRTENLERKIER, EEXNE
SWNAR B A LEXANEZARS D, AL, FZRTH
TEFRSEFMUVSNEEE, ERAFEATAIRERTH
MNZERE, BEARSABTEREEHMVEN, FZFHIAE
DTEZEZMAFRNARENHE,

E ExEC:
nonetheless: adv. REAILL
firm: n. 23]

emigrating: v. /3

pace: n. &E

remote work: T2 T{E
gain: v. 3§18

acceptance: n. &%
in-person meeting: EXNESIX
aspect: n. 5 E
convenience: n. {EF1%jiE
access to: #HA
high-quality: SFRZE/H

J EERE:

nonetheless: RE It
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The weather was terrible; nonetheless, we decided to
go camping. (RSRER, REWL, BIIREEEE. )

remote work: iZf2 T1E

Many companies have adopted remote work policies
during the pandemic. (FZABIERRITRAEIRA T iniz
TIFECER. )

in-person meetings: EXNESIX
In-person meetings are important for building strong

business relationships. (EXNESIXFEZIIFERERS X

AREE. )

access to: #HA
The new campus provides easy access to public
transportation. (FikREETFERLAHRE, )

Another problem has been a lack of planning and
co-ordination among the authorities. Instead of
creating new economic hubs, many relocation
efforts amount to “simply scattering firms across
the country”, says Sato Motohiro of Hitotsubashi
University in Tokyo. He believes that this is a
hangover from Japan’s bygone boom period,
where officials promoted an idea of “balanced
development” in which the country’s thousands of
municipalities were expected to grow at roughly
the same pace. In recent years some alternative
growth centres have emerged, though not enough
to challenge Tokyo’'s dominance. Hokkaido has
attracted enterprises with its vast spaces. Kyushu,
the southern region where tsmc, a Taiwanese
semiconductor firm, is building a factory,
promotes itself as Silicon Island. “The government
needs to think more about differentiating between
areas that need investing in, and those that
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don’t,” says Mr Sato. “Otherwise, Tokyo will keep
winning.”

A—TEBE SR Z BRZANMDE, FR—FARFEMER
7tiE (Sato Motohiro) &R, TZERTEAZLIEHAVE
TG, TR "EeE () oEEIEESM". ik,

XEHARIEZZRINEAE R )@, EBTIHE, ER1RE
"R "NIEE, FEEEHTTEHUABEENERER
R, IEFEFR, BT —EEFRBRPLO, EETERUBEFR
MESHAL, JEEEAET AR5 Tel, UM,

aEFSH AT aRBEERRT NEEitX, B iE

5", ERGER: "BIREEESZRMEMXFRRE, W
EMXAFE, ""EW, RFIGHRERL, "

B EREL:

lack of: ff>

planning: n. ¥l
co-ordination: i
relocation: n. ##iT
amount to: &F
simply: adv. {& g1t
scattering: n. 81%n
hangover: n. %24
bygone: adj. TEH
boom: n. &5

balanced development: &R
municipality: n. TEEHGE
emerge: v. 1]
challenge: n. #i&%
dominance: n. 44

J EERER:
lack of planning: fi*=it%l
The project's failure was due to a lack of planning. (X

PHENEBZERNRZ T, )

hangover from: R4
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The traditional customs are a hangover from an
earlier era. (XLEAESS)IREFHARNKHIREY. )

balanced development: Tk E

The government's policy aims to achieve balanced
development in all regions of the country. (BAFEIEITR
EEXIEEZFNTFELE. )
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